Mariana Iordanova –Bulgaria

Sound file: http://www.eugeniabraynova.net/nobel/Superstition.mp3
Task: You will hear the text Superstitions of the UK twice. Before you listen the first  time, you will have 1 minute to read through the statements 1–7.

As you listen, choose which answer (A, B or C) best fits the question     according to what you hear. Then you will have 2 minutes to check your         answers. Each correct answer receives 1 point.

1. When you must pass under a ladder, to avoid back luck you can lick your finger and make a cross on your forehead.

A) True

B) False

C) No information in the text

2. If you are superstitious, you throw a little of the spilt salt over your left shoulder so that it goes in the eye of the Devil, who is thought to be waiting there. 

A) True

B) False

C) No information in the text

3. You must remember not to give an umbrella as a gift.

A) True

B) False

C) No information in the text

4. The British think that black cats do NOT bring good luck.

A) True

B) False

C) No information in the text

5. Superstitions may NOT have the same meaning in different countries.

A) True

B) False

C) No information in the text

6. Superstitious people used to think that evil spirits lived in trees and that’s why 

    touching wood meant bad luck.

A) True

B) False

C) No information in the text

7. The origin of the belief that a four-leaf clover brings good luck to a person who 

     finds it is unknown.

A) True

B) False

C) No information in the text

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

TAPESCRIPT

Superstitions of the UK

Superstitions are still part of British culture. One of the most common superstitions in Britain is that walking under a ladder is unlucky. If you do have to do it, however, you can avoid misfortune either by keeping your fingers crossed until you have seen a dog or by licking your finger and making a cross on the toe of your shoe and not look at it until the sign has dried. According to superstition, you can also counteract the negative effects of spilling salt. If it happens, you should take a grain of the salt and throw it over your left shoulder. Another superstitious belief is that it is unlucky to open an umbrella indoors. The worst misfortune, however, is to break a mirror because in this case seven years of bad luck lie ahead of you! 

Now cheer up! There are enough ’good luck’ superstitions, as well. One of them is that of the black cat. Even though this animal is usually associated with evil magic powers, in the UK it is considered to be a sign of good luck. This shows that superstitions in different countries may not mean the same things. Another widely held ‘good luck’ superstition is that of touching wood for luck. In ancient times in Britain, people believed that evil spirits lived in trees and that they could come out. To keep them away people touched the tree. If you do not want your good luck to come to an end, just after having mentioned something that is tempting fate, you should touch something made of wood and say ’touch wood’. Finally, if you find a four-leaf clover, fortune smiles on you. It is not known where, when and how it started, it cannot be explained by either reason or science, but as a four-leaf clover is unusual, it must mean something, and people decided to associate it with good luck.
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KEY

1. B

2. C

3. C

4. B

5. A

6. B

7. A

